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On Monday, November 12, Badger School District and community members gathered to honor the men and women who 
have served or are currently serving this great country. Guests were greeted by American Legion Auxiliary members Marian 
Dybedahl and Sharon Vacura, who pinned red poppies on the guests. The red poppy is a nationally recognized symbol of sacrifice 
worn by Americans since World War I to honor those who served and died for our country in all wars. It reminds Americans of the 
sacrifices made by our veterans while protecting our freedoms.  

Badger Schoolôs Student Council members organized the program with the assistance of Mr. Johnson, Mrs. Dahlgren, 
Ms. Erickson, Mr. Carpenter, and Badger High School Concert Band and Choir. Badger Student Council President Alex Ylitalo 
welcomed those in attendance. Proceeding the welcome, the Posting of the Colors was performed by Roseau County Area Veterans 
David Vacura, Bob Glen, Morris Vacura, and Wayne Praska. Badger junior, Kennedy Truscinski, accompanied the Posting of the 
Colors by singing The Star Spangled Banner. The Badger High School Concert Band then followed with their performance 
ñAmerican Heroes.ò 

Veteranôs Day essay winners then shared their speeches with the audience. Junior high winners Riley Gust (3rd), Jordan Lee 
(2nd), and Jordan Davy (1st) read their essays on the topic ñWhy I Honor the American Flag.ò Badger High School Concert Choir 
performed ñJohnny, I Hardly Knew Ye,ò followed by the Senior High essay winnersðBailey Maurstad (3rd), Emma Gust (2nd), and 
Greta Lee (1st)ðreading their speeches ñWhy My Vote Matters.ò All students in grades 7-12 write essays that are forwarded to the 
veterans group without student names on the papers. Once the veterans choose the winners, Mrs. Dahlgren helps the winners prepare 
their essays for reading at the Veterans Day program. 

Keynote speaker was Retired Air Force Veteran Dale Hagen. He talked about how the military has evolved throughout the 
respected branches. He talked extensively about (P38) that any Veteran would recognize. He explained how little things make a big 
difference in the life of the military. The P38, a universal military tool, was as important as your weapon or your bootsé because it 
was a can opener the size of a quarter and if you didnôt have it with you at all times, you didnôt eat. 

Dale Hagen and Mayor Jim Rinde presented the Dave Frislie Eagle Award to Bob Glenn and John Walsh to honor them as 
veterans who have given back to the Badger School, community, and fellow veterans. Ending the program, Jack Burkel played 
ñTaps,ò followed by the Retiring of the Colors. Thank you to everyone in attendance.  

Back Row: Dale Hagen, David Vacura, Bob Glen, Morris Vacura, Wayne Praska 
Middle Row: Marian Dybedahl, Jack Burkel, Alex Ylitalo, Kennedy Truscinski, Sharon Vacura 
Front Row: Riley Gust, Jordan Davy, Jordan Lee, Greta Lee, Emma Gust, and Bailey Maurstad 

Veterans Honored 



Badger School Superintendentôs News 

Badger Band Selected by Minnesota School Board Association to be Featured at Conference 
The Badger band and Ms. Erickson have been selected by the Minnesota School Board Association to perform during opening 
ceremonies of the Minnesota School Board Association Annual Leadership conference in Minneapolis on January 17! The Badger 
band will be the only school performing for the anticipated 2,000 plus people attending the conference during day one of the 
conference. The students will perform in the Minneapolis Auditorium located within the Minneapolis Convention Center. This is a 
tremendous honor for our school district, students, Ms. Erickson, and our community. The Badger School band consisting of 
49 students from grades 7-12 will play a variety of musical selections for the audience to enjoy for 20-25 minutes including the 
National Anthem during the opening ceremony. School board representatives as well as administrators from across the state of 
Minnesota and beyond our borders will be attending this event. Congratulations to Ms. Erickson and the band!  
 

Badger School District Awarded $13,000.00 from JC Penney and NASA for FIRST Robotics Program 
Badger School District is excited to announce the Badger FIRST Robotics team has once again been selected as a recipient of a 
$5,000 Medtronic sponsorship. FIRST stands for For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology. The grant dollars will 
be utilized to cover registration fee for the regional competition as well as the initial Kit of Parts. The FIRST Robotics Competition 
challenges teams of young people and their mentors to solve an engineering challenge in a six-week time frame using a standard kit 
of parts and a common set of rules. The Badger FIRST Robotics team will build a robot which conforms to a set of rules and 
specifications. This year the FIRST Robotics theme is Destination: Deep Space. The Badger FIRST Robotics advisor is Mrs. Val 
Truscinski and the team consists of students from grades 9-12. Congratulations to the Badger FIRST Robotics team for being selected 
by Medtronic to receive this $5,000 grant! The FIRST Robotics season will officially begin January 5.  
 

Badger VEX Robotics Team Wins Tournament 
Qualifies for State Championship as well as National Competition 

Vex Robotics is a program that explores the concept of STEM education. STEM is the acronym for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math. Mr. Mike Coltom is the Badger School District VEX Robotics teacher. Students build robots and compete 
against other teams in local competitions with the opportunity to advance to state and national championships. Members of the VEX 
Robotics team are Derrick Corneliusen, Kobe Dostal, Colten Gust, Kaeden Hietala, Tim Kjelland, and Brandon Pries. The VEX 
Robotics team recently competed at the Pioneer VEX Robotics Competition Tournament in Thief River Falls. The Badger VEX 
Robotics Team emerged as the Tournament Champion and as a result has qualified for the State Championships and has earned an 
invitation to the National VEX Robotics Tournament. While competing at the Pioneer VEX Robotics Tournament the team earned 
the following awards: 

¶ Tournament Champion  

¶ Amaze Award  

¶ Robot Skills Champion 
The Badger VEX Robotics team will be competing at the state competition on February 1-2, 2019. 
 
As always, please stop by any time with any questions or concerns you may have regarding our fine school. Thanks for all that you 
do to support the Badger School, continued cooperative efforts to be the best we can be will help to keep Badger the school ñwhere 
every student belongs.ò On behalf of the Badger School District, Happy Holidays from all of us to all of you.  
 
Sincerely, 
Tom Jerome 
Superintendent, Badger School District 
 
 



   December 
 

1 VEX Robotics Competition @ NCTC 
3 University of North Dakota Rep 
4 Team Up Leadership Conference @ Thief River Falls 
4 Comm Ed ~ Adult Yoga 5:45 pm 
4 ECFE ñHoliday Craftsò 6:00 pm 
7 Second Quarter Midterm 
8 Home for the Holidays Event, Badger School 
8 Book Fair, Badger School Library 
10-12 Book Fair, Badger School Library 
10 Badger Play Auditions 3:00-8:00 pm 
10 School Board 7:30 pm 
11 Winter Wonderland Workshop 1:45 pm 
11 Comm Ed ~ Adult Yoga 5:45 pm 
13 Preschool Parent Meeting 1:45 pm 
13 High School Winter Music Program 7:00 pm 
17 Math League @ Thief River Falls 
18 Comm Ed ~ Adult Yoga 5:45 pm 
19 Band & Choir to Greenbush Nursing Home 
20 Elementary Winter Music Program 2:00 pm 
24-31 Winter Break ~ No School 

  December 
 

 Wrestling 
1 @ Wadena-Deer Creek  
4 Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton, Mahnomen/Waubun @ BGMR 
7-8 @ Grand Forks Central Tournament 
14-15 @ Cass Lake-Bena Big Bear Tournament 
17 @ Crookston 
20 @ HillsboroïCentral Valley 
 

 Girls Basketball 
3 @ Kittson County Central (Hallock) 
6 Warroad @ BGMR 
11 @ NCTC Tournament, Thief River Falls 
14-15 @ NCTC Tournament, Thief River Falls 
20 Northern Freeze @ BGMR 
21 Proctor @ BGMR 
28-29 @ Pelican Rapids Tournament 
 

 Boys Basketball 
4 @ Fertile-Beltrami 
7 Red Lake County Central @ BGMR 
11 Warroad @ BGMR 
18 @ NCTC Tournament, Thief River Falls 
20-21 @ NCTC Tournament, Thief River Falls 
28 Warren/Alvarado/Oslo @ BGMR 

 
   

 
 

Gator Sports 
By: Talon Hilligas 

   January  
 

1 Winter Break ~ No School 
4  Winter Dance 8:00 pm 
8 Comm Ed ~ Adult Yoga 5:45 pm 
9 Knowledge Bowl @ Thief River Falls 
9 FCCLA Star Events @ Kelliher 
14 School Board 7:30 pm 
15 Comm Ed ~ Adult Yoga 5:45 pm 
16 Knowledge Bowl @ Thief River Falls 
18 End of Quarter 2 
21 No School ~ Staff Development 
22 Comm Ed ~ Adult Yoga 5:45 pm 
23 Knowledge Bowl @ Thief River Falls 
28 Math League Meet 
29 Comm Ed ~ Adult Yoga 5:45 pm 
29 ECFE ñMovementò 6:00 pm 
30 Knowledge Bowl @ Thief River Falls 

   January 
 

 Wrestling 
8 Bemidji @ BGMR 
11-12 @ Bemidji Tournament 
19 @ Thief River Falls Tournament 
22 Blackduck/Cass Lake-Bena @ BGMR 
26 @ Larimore 
29 @ Red Lake County Central, Fosston (Oklee) 
31 @ Crookston 
 

 Girls Basketball 
3 @ Warren/Alvarado/Oslo 
7 Stephen-Argyle Central @ BGMR 
10 @ Goodridge/Grygla-Gatzke (Grygla) 
14 @ Crookston 
17 @ Roseau 
24 Kittson County Central @ BGMR 
28 Goodridge/Grygla-Gatzke @ BGMR 
29 @ Lake of the Woods (Baudette) 
 

 Boys Basketball 
3 Roseau @ BGMR 
8 @ Stephen-Argyle Central (Stephen) 
11 @ Barnesville (Dilworth) 
12 @ Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton (Dilworth) 
15 Kittson County Central @ BGMR 
18 Clearbrook-Gonvick @ BGMR 
25 Goodridge/Grygla-Gatzke @ BGMR 
29 Sacred Heart @ BGMR 
31 Northern Freeze @ BGMR 

Dates to Remember 
By: Talon Hilligas 



Ramp-Up Topics for December 
Submitted by: Stacey Warne, Dean of Students 

 
GRADE 6: Students will be introduced to the Cornell Note model of note-taking. Advisors will model the process for 
students and show a brief video on how the model works. Parents can ask their student to demonstrate and explain how the 
Cornell model works at home as well. Sixth grade students will also be learning about the four different types of colleges that 
will be available to them in the future. 

GRADE 7: What does it take to have a high skill career and what are some benefits of having one? Students will learn 
that all studies show that on average, adults with postsecondary degrees earn substantially more than high school graduates. 
Students will look at the financial impact a postsecondary degree can have on earning potential. People who have high skill 
careers are more often happy, self-confident, healthy, and more frequently involved with efforts to better our society. Starting 
early to think about finding a career that not only pays well but also has personal and social benefits is what our December topics 
are all about. 

GRADE 8: Eighth grade students will focus on being prepared for high school and the importance of making proper 
class selections during their high school careers. Students will review the state and local requirements needed for high school 
graduation, as well as college entrance requirements. 

GRADE 9: Ninth graders will identify what they view as their own strengths and how they can use these to overcome 
obstacles they will surely face now and in their futures. In addition, they will be asked to assess their current study strategies, 
proven effective study strategies, and how study groups might benefit them. 

GRADE 10: Is intelligence fixed? Wonôt a C student always be a C student? Sophomores will look at a theory that shows the 
difference between having a fixed mindset vs. a growth mindset. People can and do grow their ability to learn and achieve. Smart 
is not how we are born, smart is what we work to become. Parents can find more information about the growth mindset at: 
https://www.mindsetworks.com/parents/default 

GRADE 11: Juniors will discuss the importance of choosing challenging courses to help them avoid the dreaded ñsenior 
slump.ò Student will view traditional course offerings for seniors to help them start thinking about spring registration. If they 
qualify, some students will be able to enroll or continue enrollment in college courses. 

GRADE 12: Seniors will be exploring the concept of ñgood debtò versus ñbad debtò and how it can impact their lives now and 
after high school. One activity specifically addresses credit card debt with high interest rates that can cause students to have 
financial difficulty when they graduate. Basic budgeting information will also be addressed. 

December Wacky Celebrations 
www.timeanddate.com/holidays/fun/ 

By: Logan Sunsdahl 
 
Official Lost and Found Day ~ December 14 
If you have lost something, make an effort to find it. There is a chance the person who found it is looking for the owner of it 
also. Celebrate this day by finding ways to make sure you donôt lose items in the future, such as putting name tags on 
personal belongings with your contact information. 

Underdog Day ~ December 19 

Itôs ok to be an underdog; when they win, it shows that anything is possible. Celebrate this holiday by telling someone you 
know that underdogs do persevere. If youôre an underdog, work hard and break through your limitations. 

Ugly Sweater Day ~ December 21 

Find an ugly sweater and head out into the public. If you donôt have one, make one! Show your creative side and impress 
people in the process, with your ugly sweater of course. 

Grav Mass Day ~ December 25 

This holiday was the brain child of computer programmer Richard Matthew Stallman. Newtonmas is a similar holiday, also 
celebrated on this day. Celebrate this day by sharing scientific ideas and discovering others. You can also celebrate by 
greeting people with ñMerry Grav-Mass to you!ò 

Make Up Your Mind Day ~ December 31 
Have a big decision you need to make? Well, this is the day to do it! If you're hesitating on doing this, donôt think about it 
too hard. Just try to find a way around it and do it in your own way. Celebrate today by making that big decision, you wonôt 
regret it in the end. 



Senior Spotlight 
Karissa Kaml 

 
Parents: Jerry & Kristina Kaml 
Siblings: Nicole, Jon, Jessica, Nolan 
Nicknames: Krease, K2, and Klarease 
Favorite:  
 Sport: Golf 
 Food: Shrimp Alfredo 
 Color: Green 
 Quote: ñYou are the sum total of all the choices youôve made up until 
now.ò 
If you had one wish, what would you wish for? If I had one wish, I would 
wish that there wasnôt any more crime or violence in the world. 
If you could have one person travel with you to anywhere in the world, 
who would it be and where would you go? I would take my mom with me 
to travel to Greece because we have always wanted to go.  
What one word best describes your personality? Diligent. 
What was your most embarrassing moment in high school? When I was in 
shop class, I was painting a project I was working on. The bell rang so I was 
trying to clean up quickly but instead accidentally dropped a bottle of green 
paint. Kobe was in the line of fire and got paint on his shoes and jeans. Oopsé 
What is your favorite thing to do with your free time? I love to spend time 
outdoors either golfing, fishing, hunting, swimming, rollerblading, or 
snowboarding. I love them all. 
What is one memory youôll always remember from Badger School? Iôll 
always remember Ms. Erickson saying I better leave my house 20 minutes 
earlier than everybody else because of ñKaml Time.ò 
What is one thing that you are proud of that happened to you in high school? Iôm proud of how much my class has grown 
over the years, even though sometimes we still act like kids. 

Senior Spotlight 
Mazela Rhen 

 
Parents: Mitch & Carol Rhen 
Sibling: Arianna 
Nickname: Stephan 
Favorite:  
 Sport: Dance 
 Food: Chicken and rice 
 Color: Pink 
        Quote: ñDonôt be afraid to speak up for yourself. Keep fighting for your 
dreams.ò - Gabby Douglas 
If you had one wish, what would you wish for? To have a good and happy life. 
If you could have one person travel with you to anywhere in the world, who 
would it be and where would you go? My sister, and we would travel to 
Florida. 
What one word best describes your personality? Strong. 
What was your most embarrassing moment in high school? I donôt think I have 
one. 
What is your favorite thing to do with your free time? I like to do hair, 
especially braiding. 
What is one memory youôll always remember from Badger School? My first 
day at Badger School. 
What is one thing that you are proud of that happened to you in high school? 
Learning how to read. 


