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GATOR PROUD
State Boys Basketball 2021
History Making Year!

Class A—Section 8 Tournament
Sacred Heart
W 58-27
Stephen-Argyle
W 53-52
Fertile-Beltrami
W 72-52
Cass Lake-Bena
W 55-48

State Class A Tournament
Deer River
W 58-52
Hayfield
L 53-79

Badger School Superintendent’s News

I hope this April publication of The Badger Barker finds you, and finds you well.
Spring has sprung!
Early Dismissal Dates: April 16, 23, 30; May 7, 14, 21, 27
April
09
12-16
12
14
15
17
21
22
28

Kindergarten Roundup
Severe Weather Awareness Week
School Board Meeting
Career Fair at Northland Community & Technical College (NCTC) for high school students
City of Badger and Roseau County will participate in the Statewide Tornado Drill: 1:45 p.m. and 6:45 p.m.
Northern Minnesota Robotics Conference at Sanford Center, Bemidji
Administrative Professionals Day
Earth Day
Midterm of 4th Quarter

May
02-08
05
08
09
10
19
23
27

Teacher Appreciation Week
Teacher Appreciation Day
Prom/Grand March/Post Prom Party
Mothers’ Day
School Board Meeting
7 p.m. Baccalaureate
2 p.m. Graduation Commencement Ceremony
Last Day of School ~ End of 4th Quarter/2nd Semester

Every student and employee is fortunate to be part of our vibrant school. Thank you to all who help to make our school
a gem of excellence in northwest Minnesota.
As always, if you have any questions or would like to visit in person, please stop by anytime.
Thank you,
Kevin Ricke, Superintendent & Principal K-12

Ramp-Up Topics for April
Submitted by: Stacey Warne, Dean of Students

GRADE 6: Students will be spending time r eflecting on what they have lear ned about college and car eer r eadiness over the
year and putting it all together. Students will focus on the three most significant things they learned about college and career
readiness and the one thing they will stop doing in order to be better prepared for college and career.
Workshop: Career Cluster Interest Survey
GRADE 7: Seventh gr ade students will be looking at financial awar eness as going to college may r equir e going into some
debt. “Good” debt and “bad” debt will be discussed as well as ideas of credit, interest, and borrowing.
GRADE 8: Students will be looking at the wor ld of wor k and what it is like by investigating differ ent car eer options and
finding out more about pay and benefits.
GRADE 9: Planning your futur e is the focus of Ramp-Up’s April 9th grade topics. Students will explore the changing global
knowledge economy and look at some interesting careers and the education required to attain them. Students will learn more about
the pay gap between high school and college graduates.
GRADE 10: Sophomor es will be instr ucted on the r elevant sections of a r esume and how to begin building one for their own
and include employee characteristics that colleges and employers are looking for. In addition, students will be asked to think about
what interests them so they can consider what career and postsecondary experience would be best for them.
GRADE 11: J unior s will study the impor tance of being a lifelong lear ner and its impact on employability, which is r elevant
to summer jobs, internships, and their long-term career goals. Students will also be asked to identify some of their hopes and
dreams as they will soon fall forward into their senior year of high school.
GRADE 12: Senior s will be asked to identify and shar e their Postsecondar y Plans. As par t of the activity they will wr ite
these plans on a sheet of paper that can be displayed for others to see. Students will also write a letter to someone that has made a
positive influence on them getting to this point in their education.

Pi Day Recognized
Pi (3.14…..) Day (March 14) was recognized by the
Badger High School 7th grade students as they
constructed bead necklaces. The color of each bead is
associated with a digit of Pi so visually a pattern of digits
does not exist. This is why Pi is an irrational number: no
repeating digits or group of digits, and the digits after the
decimal go on to infinity.

Trivia

By: Brandon Secord
1.

What is the world’s largest ocean?
A. Pacific Ocean
B. Atlantic Ocean
C. Indian Ocean
D. Caribbean Sea

3.

Which Indian Jones movie was release in 1984?
A. Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade
B. Raiders of the Lost Ark
C. Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom
D. Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull

2.

When is Canada Day?
A. June 9
B. July 1
C. March 20
D. July 4

4.

What country discovered tea?
A. China
B. United kingdom
C. India
D. Spain

1. A 2. B

3. C

4. A

Trivia Answers

Campus Comment
By: Arianna Grugal

If you could travel back three years to tell yourself something, what would it be?
Briggs Jenson (7th grade): I would tell myself to focus and study har der in school. Also to be smar ter in my decisions, but
that makes me who I am.
Greta Wojciechowski (8th grade): I would tell myself to be more positive and there is nothing wrong with being yourself.
Tenisha Berger (9th grade): To think befor e I do something so I don’t make a mistake and regret it the rest of my life. To have
that regret in my head saying I shouldn’t have done it isn’t fun.
Talisha Hamann (10th grade): Be gr ateful for the time you have with people because you never know when they won’t be
around anymore.
Greta Lee (11th grade): I would tell myself to have mor e fun! Let loose and make some memor ies! I would encour age myself
to find a happy medium that includes both getting my stuff done and having a good time, something I’m still working on.
Lexi Rud (12th grade): If I could go back thr ee year s to tell myself something, I would say, “Give yourself more opportunities
to be your best self. Try harder to get out more and meet new people. Create more things and eat more tacos. Travel the world and
love yourself.” I would say this because I don’t feel like I have lived to my full potential yet, even though I am only a senior in
high school and have many days ahead of me.

April Wacky Celebrations

http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/april.htm
By: Dakota Aarhus
Walk Around Things Day ~ April 4
Walk Around Things Day is not just a day to walk around the coffee table all day. Walk Around Things Day is for walking around
risks, problems, and anything that might pose as a danger – no walking under ladders today! But it can also mean walking
figuratively – avoiding a certain topic while talking.
International Beaver Day ~ April 7
Beavers are cute, semiaquatic rodents that live in the Northern Hemisphere and today is the time to admire and observe these flattailed creatures. You can find them in small ponds and streams where they build their dams.
Scrabble Day ~ April 13
The fun board game was created in 1938 by Alfred Mosher Butts and has been a popular word game ever since. Celebrating
Scrabble Day is easy! Just dust off the old board game and challenge friends and family to a game or two.
World Penguin Day ~ April 25
Time to slip and slide like our little tuxedo wearing friends. Celebrate World Penguin Day by learning about one of these natives of
the Antarctica or dressing in black and white like the flightless bird.
International Astronomy Day ~ April 28
Tonight, grab your telescope and hope no clouds will block your view because it’s International Astronomy Day! Spend the
evening stargazing with a warm blanket and friends. Find your favorite constellations or if you’re lucky, a shooting star.

Band Musician of the Month
Ivan Olafson

Grade: 8th
What instrument do you play and why did you choose this instrument? Bass guitar
because it looked cool and I didn’t want to blow into an instrument.
If you had to change your instrument, what would you pick? I would change to dr ums
because it seems like a challenge and they keep the beat going.
What is your favorite song to play? Crazy Train because of the beat at the beginning.
If you could pick a theme for Music Revue, what theme would you pick? 80s theme
because that’s when the music was good.
What is your most memorable moment in band? The band went to play-off game for pep
band at the Ralph. After the game, Landon and I had to find the elevator to get back up. It took
about 10 laps before we found it.
What advice would you give to younger musicians? Keep on playing.
Who inspired you to be part of band? My mom and dad.

Choir Musician of the Month
Arianna Grugal

Grade: 9th
What section are you in? Sopr ano 1
How long have you been in choir? This is my thir d year in choir .
What kind of music do you like to sing? All the music in choir has been fun.
What is your favorite part about being in choir? The songs we get to sing ever yday.
What are you looking forward to this year? The solo contests because I want to be less
nervous when I sing by myself.
What advice would you give other vocalists in choir? Don’t be afraid to sing out. The
worst that can happen is to lower your volume.
What is your favorite choir memory? In 6th gr ade, Mr . Car penter let us tr y choir out
at the end of the school year to see if we liked it.

Band Musician of the Month
Christian Peterson

Grade: 9th
What instrument do you play and why did you choose this instrument? I play the tuba
because I’m the only tuba player we had.
If you had to change your instrument, what would you pick? Per cussions because ther e
is a lot more stuff to play.
What is your favorite song to play? Lots of them ar e fun.
Who inspired you to be part of band? Xavier Woods because he would go ar ound the
ring with his trombone.

Senior Spotlight
Alexis Rud

Parents: Chr ist & Heidi Rud
Siblings: Hannah, Caleb, Br ittany
Nicknames: Lexi, Lex, Lexo
Favorite:
Sport: Basketball
Food: Chinese
Color: Pink
Quote: “That which is done with love is well done.” ~ Vincent Van Gogh
If you found a genie, what would be your three wishes? I would wish for a puppy,
my dream house, and a ton of money so I can travel the world.
If you could change one thing in the world, what would it be? I would change the
amount of hate and negativity people give to one another.
If you could take a road trip with one person, who would it be and where would
you go? I would take my mom and we would go to Venice, Italy or Par is, Fr ance
because both of those places are beautiful.
What do you think you’ll be remembered most by? Laughing and making jokes
with my friends.
What is the craziest thing you’ve done in high school? I haven’t done anything
super crazy, but going to World’s for Robotics was a blast.
What is your favorite hobby? My favor ite hobby is anything to do with ar t.
What one thing are you proud of that happened to you in high school? I am
proud of all the friends I have made and all the activities and clubs I have been a part
of.

Senior Spotlight
Dillon Foss

Parents: Br ian & Sar ah Foss
Siblings: Tanner , Br eydon, J acob
Nicknames: The Par alyzer , Dilly Dilly, Dilly Bar , Cupcake
Favorite:
Sport: Football, MMA
Food: Pizza
Color: Gr een, blue
Quote: “I don’t have friends, I have family.”
If you found a genie, what would be your three wishes? Be the r ichest per son in
the world, have a big beautiful log house on a large island, and three more wishes.
If you could change one thing in the world, what would it be? People that wear
helmets and protect our country should be getting paid way more then people that wear
a helmet and protect a football.
If you could take a road trip with one person, who would it be and where would
you go? My dad to Alaska to go hunting.
What do you think you’ll be remembered most by? Being quiet and decent at
football.
What is the craziest thing you’ve done in high school? In 10th grade we had a big
wrestling match after gym and I was undefeated.
What is your favorite hobby? Hunting, boxing.
What one thing are you proud of that happened to you in high school? Got to play
with a great football team.

Senior Spotlight
Caitlyn Wooten

Parents: J ed & Heather Wooten
Sibling: Colby
Nickname: Cait
Favorite:
Sport: Baseball
Food: Chicken nuggets
Color: Pink
Quote: “Expect nothing. Appreciate everything.”
If you found a genie, what would be your three wishes? I would only want one
and for it to be a free pass to travel wherever, whenever I want.
If you could change one thing in the world, what would it be? Cancel cultur e.
If you could take a road trip with one person, who would it be and where
would you go? With my mom and we would go to Alaska.
What do you think you’ll be remembered most by? Moving fr om Badger and
coming back randomly this year.
What is the craziest thing you’ve done in high school? I br oke my nose and lost
a tooth while skateboarding.
What is your favorite hobby? Sleeping.
What one thing are you proud of that happened to you in high school? Being
Athlete of the Week.

Senior Spotlight
Talon Hilligas

Parents: Tr ina & Shawn Hilligas
Sibling: Wyatt
Nickname: Talon
Favorite:
Sport: Cr oss Countr y
Food: Pizza
Color: Pink
Quote: https://youtu.be/dQw4w9WgXcQ
If you found a genie, what would be your three wishes? Comfor table living
without having to work, live a long time, and become more intelligent.
If you could change one thing in the world, what would it be? Make cigar ettes
illegal.
If you could take a road trip with one person, who would it be and where would
you go? Autumn, and we’d go wherever the wind takes us.
What do you think you’ll be remembered most by? My smar t aleck comments.
What is the craziest thing you’ve done in high school? Talked back to a teacher .
What is your favorite hobby? Skateboar ding.
What one thing are you proud of that happened to you in high school? Got on the
A honor roll.

Senior Spotlight
Anastasia Dahl

Parents: Heather Dahl & J ack Dahl (deceased)
Siblings: Tyr a, Matthew
Nicknames: BooBoo, Bubba, Tazhie
Favorite:
Sport: Soccer
Food: Pizza
Color: Red
Quote: “If you have enemies that means you’ve stood up for something,
something in your life.”
If you found a genie, what would be your three wishes? For my dad to be alive, to
have selective memory, and a healthy mind/brain.
If you could change one thing in the world, what would it be? That equality
actually meant equality, not just equality that benefits you.
If you could take a road trip with one person, who would it be and where would
you go? My sister and we would go to Vegas.
What do you think you’ll be remembered most by? Intense r esting face.
What is the craziest thing you’ve done in high school? That’s a secret.
What is your favorite hobby? Ar t
What one thing are you proud of that happened to you in high school? I made it
this far.

Student Opinion
By: Arika Pickhartz

What weaknesses and strengths about our world are being exposed by the pandemic?
Hannah Rud: This pandemic br ought for th many new challenges to over come. It has shown us the wor ld ’s weaknesses and
strengths by allowing individuals to choose how they face these challenges. The pandemic has shown people’s true colors.
Caden Olds: Some str engths would be less exposur e to air pollution and mor e job oppor tunities fr om home ar ound the
world. Some weaknesses would be people around the world not following restrictions made to keep us from the pandemic and how
some places handled the pandemic such as Texas and how they removed restrictions.
Erika Howell: Some weaknesses would be how much our ever yday lives have changed, people ar e getting sick, and all of the
hate and negative events that have filled the world since the pandemic began last year. Some strengths would be how we have
learned to overcome adversity, how much time we’ve gotten to spend with close family, and how we are better prepared for
obstacles that may occur in the future.
Kasen Swenson: Ever ything about the pandemic I have consider ed a weakness. The one weakness that r eally sticks out to me
is parents, grandparents, and friends not being able to attend sporting events. I realize this is a safety precaution for the athletes as
well as the spectators, but it is sad to see people in the community being home all alone when they are usually supporting BGMR
sports. On the other hand, a positive that has come out of quarantining and covid is that my classmates and I get to be in school and
see our friends. I get to do the things I love: basketball, football, envirothon, etc. I am grateful for what the staff at Badger High
School has done to get us back and keep us in school.

Senior Corner:
Writings from Mrs. Dahlgren’s English Class

The Worries of a Seventeen-Year-Old
By Tia McKinnon

Do you remember being seventeen as a fun and exciting time where nothing could hold
you back? Or was it more like being stuck in a traffic jam, an endless multi-lane highway with no
idea when or where to turn? As someone who is experiencing this age, I definitely relate more to the
latter. Being stuck in traffic on the highway of life is a little scary, but then again, it’s all part of
life’s journey.
As I see my fellow classmates “drive” beside me, I can’t help but compare myself to
everyone. Some of them are speeding through, as if they magically found the GPS coordinates of
where they want to go, and I envy them because they seem so confident breezing through traffic.
Then I see others, like me, who are anxiously looking around to find an exit off this stretched-out
road so we can take a breather and get our bearings in order. Navigating these roads is so
challenging at times.
Interestingly, most future graduates are stuck on the same highway, worrying about what
comes next. As the road continues to stretch in front of us, some of us start to question where we
want to go and what we want to do. Should we attend college right away, or should we wait a few
years and go into the workforce to save money? Where should we live when we move out of our
parents’ houses? Which and what kind of company should we work for? Are we missing anything
that could help us get through this small portion of life? There are so many questions in what seems
to be too little time.
To make matters worse, everything feels rushed as we maneuver through our senior year.
However, sometimes there are periods of slow traffic, where we get to slowly crawl forward, giving ourselves a chance to breathe.
Whether it be days off from school, or a simple five-minute break where we simply lie down and close our eyes, these are the times
we live for. Sadly, it seems times like these are far and few between the rapid speed of traffic flowing in and out on life’s wellworn highway. Luckily, this journey isn’t always filled with doom and gloom though. We have our friends, parents, and teachers
who can and will help us get through life’s traffic. They understand what is needed from us to succeed.
I know that the anxiety I feel now will slowly go away in time and that I will look back fondly at this time in my life, but
for now I guess I’m just stuck with it. And that’s okay. My travels are all part of life’s mysterious journey, and I guess I’ll just
enjoy the ride while it lasts.

Irish Breakfast
https://www.allrecipes.com/
By: Abigail Novacek

Ingredients:
6 thick slices bacon
2 tablespoons butter or margarine
4 eggs
2 small tomatoes, sliced
1½ cups whole mushrooms
4 slices prepared soda bread
Directions:
1. Lay the bacon slices in a single layer in a large skillet. Fry over medium heat until it
begins to get tinged with brown. Fry on both sides. Remove from the pan, but save grease.
2. Melt butter in skillet. Crack eggs into the pan, being careful not to break yolks. Place
tomato slices, mushrooms, and bread in the pan. Fry gently, stirring mushrooms and
tomatoes occasionally. Keep everything separate. Turn bread over to brown on both sides.
3. When egg whites are set, but yolks are still runny, dish half of everything onto each of 2
warmed plates, and serve immediately

Dates to Remember
By: Abigail Novacek

April

May

1
2
4
5
6
9
12
13
16
23
28
30

7
8
9
10
14
19
21
23
27
28
31

Early Dismissal 12:30 pm
No School ~ Spring Break
Easter
No School ~ Spring Break
ECFE “Dance Party” 6:00 pm
Early Dismissal 12:30 pm
School Board 7:30 pm
ECFE “Graduation” 6:00 pm
Early Dismissal 12:30 pm
Early Dismissal 12:30 pm
4th Quarter Midterm
Early Dismissal 12:30 pm

Early Dismissal 12:30 pm
Badger Prom
Mothers Day
School Board 7:30 pm
Early Dismissal 12:30 pm
Baccalaureate 7:00 pm
Early Dismissal 12:30 pm
Graduation 2:00 pm
End of Quarter Four, Early Dismissal 12:30 pm
Staff Development
Memorial Day

Brownie Recipe
https://www.allrecipes.com /
By: Brandon Secord

Ingredients:
½ cup butter
1 cup white sugar
2 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
½ cup all-purpose flour
¼ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon baking soda
Frosting (optional):
3 tablespoon softened butter
3 tablespoon unsweetened cocoa powder
1 tablespoon honey
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 cup confectioners sugar

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350°. Grease and flour an 8-inch square pan.
2. In a large saucepan, melt 1/2 cup butter. Remove from heat, and stir in sugar, eggs, and 1 teaspoon vanilla. Beat in 1/3 cup
cocoa, ½ cup flour, salt, and baking powder. Spread batter into prepared pan.
3. Bake in preheated oven for 25 to 30 minutes.
4. To make frosting: Combine 3 tablespoons softened butter, 3 tablespoons cocoa, honey, 1 teaspoon vanilla extract, land 1 cup
confectioners' sugar. Stir until smooth. Frost brownies while they are still warm.

Read
Across
America
March 2

Sponsored by
Badger National
Honor Society

Elementary Viewpoint
By: Ashley Stainbrook

If you had to spend the day as an animal, what animal would you be and what things
would you do?
Brentley Williams (1st grade): I would be a gr izzly bear. He is a str ong animal. I would eat a lot of honey all day to stay str ong
Josephine Curry-Schram (2nd grade): I would be a bir d. I would fly ar ound the wor ld to see all the cities. I would eat bir d
seed. I would fly to some place warm.
Cameron Moore (3rd grade): I would be a cheetah and hunt, r un fast, and catch deer for my family. I would hang out with
my cheetah friends. I would be a good, fast cheetah
Brenna Pearson (4th grade): I would be a horse. I would eat lots of green grass. I would run through the fields. I would run the
barrels fast for my owner.
Landin Buley (5th grade): I would be a cat so I can sleep all day and not have to get up for school, and I would play and sleep
more.
Payton Gust (6th grade): I would be an eagle. I would go hunting for fish because I love to eat fish and fish is r eally good to
eat. Also being an eagle, I can fly high in the sky and look down at other animals.

Random Riddles
www.riddles.com
By: Arianna Grugal

How many sides does a circle have?
What do you call two banana peels?
What does Darth Vader use instead of a credit card?
I have 11 friends and I am the shortest out of all of them.
What am I?

2.
1.

Random Riddles Answers

3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

The word is starting! starting, staring, string, sting,
sing, sin, in, I. Cool, huh?
There was the father, his son, and his son's son. This
equals 2 fathers and 2 sons for a total of 3!
Monkey see monkey do.
Two. The inside and the outside.
Slippers!
PayPalpatine
February

2.

What 8 letter word can have a letter taken away
and it still makes a word. Take another letter
away and it still makes a word. Keep on doing
that until you have one letter left. What is the
word?
Two fathers and two sons went fishing one day.
They were there the whole day and only caught 3
fish. One father said, that is enough for all of us,
we will have one each. How can this be possible?
There are two monkeys on a tree and one jumps
off. Why does the other monkey jump too?

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.

Kindergarten Korner
By: Ashley Stainbrook

Elliot Mather
What’s your favorite color? Blue because I wear it a lot.
What's your favorite song? The Tr ansfor mer song.
Are you enjoying kindergarten? Yes because we get to take naps.
What is your favorite season? Fall because the leaves ar e falling off the tr ees.
What is your favorite sport? Football because my dad watches it on TV.
What do you want to be when you grow up? A cop because they pull people over when
they are speeding.
What do you like about your teacher? I like that she lets us play.
What makes someone a good friend? They help me with stuff.

Shelby Lee
What’s your favorite color? Pink because it is so br ight.
What's your favorite song? Old T own R oad because it has hor ses in it.
Are you enjoying kindergarten? Yes because I like the math that the teacher s
give us.
What is your favorite season? Summer because you don’t have to wear all your
winter gear.
What is your favorite sport? Basketball because you get to thr ow the ball in the
hoop.
What do you want to be when you grow up? A vet, I like taking car e of animals.
What do you like about your teacher? I like that she gives us math.
What makes someone a good friend? You help them with their homewor k.

Tobias Thompson
What’s your favorite color? Blue because it's a cool color.
What's your favorite song? I don’t have one.
Are you enjoying kindergarten? Yes because we get to nap.
What is your favorite season? Fall because it's getting cold outside.
What is your favorite sport? Soccer because it's fun.
What do you want to be when you grow up? A cop so I can ar r est people.
What do you like about your teacher? She lets us talk whenever we raise our
hands.
What makes someone a good friend? They play with me.
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Shout Out To…

Jody Randall & Angela Monsrud for green eggs and
ham and Dr. Seuss Day Cake.
Badger community and student blood donors at the
National Honor Society (NHS) sponsored blood
drive.
NHS blood drive volunteer workers.
Jody Randall & Angela Monsrud for being our
wonderful school cooks ~ from the Badger ECFE.
Juli Smedsmo for doing a fabulous job accompanying
our band and choir solo contest students!
Boys State Basketball Tournament:
BGMR Boy Basketball Gators for their record
breaking appearance at the 2021 state tournament.
Alexis Rud & Mrs. Sara Olson for the treats given to
Badger students in appreciate for the support given
to the team.
Brooke VonEnde & Mrs. Lee for popping 200 bags of
popcorn to enjoy while watching the Gator boys’
basketball compete at the tournament.
Ashley Stainbrook, Hannah Wilt, Jenessa Isane,
Brooke VonEnde, & Mrs. Mostofi for the welcome
home banner.

